
 1111 Allison Lane * Jeffersonville, IN  47130 * 812-283-9400 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
 Can you believe it’s almost been a month since I transitioned 
here to Oak Park as your pastor?!  It’s hard for me to believe it – time 
has flown by…and it does when you’re having fun (and I am, but don’t 
tell anyone). 
 

I hope and pray you had a wonderful Christ-filled Christmas this 
past week.  I was privileged to share a short “sermonette” at the Christ-
mas Eve service where I shared that Christmas is a time of (1) celebra-
tion, (2) salvation and (3) reconciliation, which were points taken from 
Rick Warren’s book “The Purpose of Christmas.” 

 
 On another note, beginning this Sunday (January 3, 2010) I’m 
going to be starting a new series called “For the Sake of the Call.”  The 
series will deal with several truths that each of us are “called” to believe 
and do, as well as truths that are particularly close to my heart - each of 
these truths will undoubtedly come forth in my preaching and teaching 
ministry here at Oak Park Baptist Church.  This Sunday I’ll be preaching 
“The Call to be Under Authority,” which will intention-
ally be about all of us making a renewed commitment to 
believe and live according to God’s Word.  I hope you’re 
encouraged and challenged and I’ll look forward to see-
ing you! 
 
    For His Fame, 
 
 
    Nathan Millican 
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Nathan Millican 
Pastor  

nathan.millican 
@oakparkbaptist.com 

 
 

Tony Goforth 
Minister of Music 

tony.goforth@oakparkbaptist.com 
 

Jeff Pridgen 
Director of Small Groups 

jeff.pridgen@oakparkbaptist.com 
 
  

Terry Broady 
Administrative Assistant 

terry.broady@oakparkbaptist.com 
 
 
 

Website 
www.oakparkbaptist.com 

 

 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  

 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  
 Sunday School - 9:45 am 

Worship - 11:00 am  
 
 

Wednesday  
Youth - 6:15 pm 

AWANA - 6:15 pm 
Choir Rehearsal - 6:30 pm 



 
 

 
 

December 6, 2009 
  Sunday School Attendance................................…111 
  Morning Worship Attendance.......................……166  
  General Fund....................................…..…..$6,727.21 
  Bridge to Tomorrow………………...………$260.00  
  Lottie Moon………………….……………$4,545.00  
    
December 13, 2009 
  Sunday School Attendance...................….......…..112 
  Morning Worship Attendance ...................……...164 
  General Fund....................................…..…..$6,662.85 
  Bridge to Tomorrow…….…...……………...$160.00 
  Lottie Moon…………………………………$400.00 
   
December 20, 2009 
  Sunday School Attendance..........................……..111 
  Morning Worship Attendance....................….…..181 
  General Fund.....................................……...$7,895.06 
  Bridge to Tomorrow……………………...…..$10.00 
  Lottie Moon…………………………………$210.00 
   
December 27, 2009 
  Sunday School Attendance.............................…...101 
  Morning Worship Attendance ...................….…..147 
  General Fund .....................................……$10,925.22 
  Bridge to Tomorrow…………………..…….$160.00 
  Lottie Moon ………………………………...$475.00 
 
 
 
4 Week Average Sunday School Attendance....…..109  
4 Week Average Worship Attendance…......….…..165 
4 Week Average General Fund..............……$8,052.58 
 
 

Bridge to Tomorrow for December……….….$590.00 
 
 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Giving Through  
December 27, 2009 

$6,000.00 
 

Praise the Lord - We met our goal!  
 
 
 

 

The church extends our  
sympathy to:  

 
�  Bertha Cummings  in 

the death of her son 

 

 

Next Deacon’s Meeting 
 Sunday, January 24th 

3:00 p.m. 
 

Admin. Team Meeting 
Sunday, January 24th 

4:30 p.m. 

Dear Deacons, 
 
 I want to thank 
you for the gift that was 
given in memory of Mel.  
Your thoughtfulness was 

so very appreciated. 
 
    Kathryn Reisinger 
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  I would like to thank the church for the generous 
gift given to me at Christmas.  It was very much  

appreciated.  Also, thanks to all of you who prayed 
for Kyle & Sarah’s house to sale.  

 
 Praise - they closed on December 28th. 

  
Terry  & Doug Broady  



 As I considered what to write for this newslet-
ter article, a change seemed to be in order. As I was 
driving to Georgia for Christmas, I used the 7.5 hrs to 
listen to a number of sermons. These gave me the in-
spiration to write a prayer not only for our Small 
Groups but for our whole church as well. 
 
 Lord, our Father in heaven, may we be a  
people always held in awesome wonder as we con-
sider the works of your hands. Let us often reflect on 
the many ways in which you look after the people you 
have called unto yourself. As we look upon the past 
year, certainly your provident and omnipotent hand 
has been ever-present among us. Not only have you 
sustained your church through difficult financial times 
(indeed emerging debt-free), you have also provided a 
man whose heart you have captivated to lead us as our 
interim pastor. As if that was not enough you moved 

powerfully among us in bringing your man Nathan 
to us to lead us as our pastor. All throughout your 
word, we witness a myriad of your promises to 
stand by us always. We pray that these times will 
serve to strengthen our faith so that we might move 
forward in boldness. 
 Lord we pray as our faith is strengthen that 
we will continue to put you to the test in our Small 
Groups. Genuine Christian relationships are diffi-
cult because God has called us to a vulnerable posi-
tion found in transparency. Our prayer is that this 
past year’s events along with the total witness of 
the Holy Scriptures will give us the faith to risk our 
comfort for the purpose of you being glorified 
through lives changed, set free from the bondage of 
guilt from sins. Let us abandon ourselves for this 
endeavor out of the love that we have for one an-
other. Lord we need always to experience the for-
giveness made possible by the Cross alone if we 
are to be fearless and selfless people. Truly this is 
abandonment to You our God. May your will al-
ways be accomplished among us through the power 
of Jesus’ name amen. 
 
Jeffrey L. Pridgen 

A Word From  
Our  

Small  
Group Director 

 

Sunday School is the backbone of a 
 healthy church.   

There… I said it.  It’s out there.   
Now, let’s deal with it. 

 
 Most of the pastors that I have known and 
served with over the years have agreed with this con-
cept.  When asked, they would agree that if someone 
can only come for one hour on Sunday morning, they 
would prefer to have them attend Sunday School in-
stead of the worship service.  Obviously, the best 
scenario is to attend both and that is what the large 
majority of our members do. 
 
 Sunday School is where relationships are 
formed and maintained.  People who study God’s 
Word together and discuss it as a group can’t help 
but form bonds that become life changing.  This is 
the first place where most people begin to think 
about church as being a family. 
 
 God has blessed us with gifted teachers at  

every level.  The evidence of this is in the ratio of 
Sunday School attendance to Worship attendance.  I 
have learned over the years that if a church runs 
50% S.S. attendance compared to worship then they 
are doing a pretty good job.  We typically run in the 
75-80% range.  That is a testament to our teachers.  
They know the Bible and are gifted in communicat-
ing it in a way that makes sense, and they make it 
fun.  I don’t think there is a week that goes by that I 
don’t walk by a classroom and hear laughter, and 
that is a good thing. 
 
 If you are not attending Sunday School 
regularly, or at all, you should.  We have a wide 
range of classes.  There is a class to fit your taste.  
With Nathan in place as our pastor, we are going to 
be stepping up the pace in many ways.  You don’t 
want to be left behind. 
 
See you Sunday, (at 9:45) 
 
David Lewis 



 “A new year is here.  I can feel the excite-
ment in the air as we begin a new chapter here at 
Oak Park Baptist Church with our new Pastor,  
Nathan Millican.  Let this serve as the official 
“welcome” to Pastor Nate from the music ministry. 
I would also like to extend an invitation to anyone 
interested in being a part of the music ministry.  Go 
to the Lord in prayer in regard to serving in the     
capacity of singing in the choir, praise team or     
providing special music.  We also have a children’s 
choir that meets just before AWANA.  We would 
love to help foster a love for singing praises to God 
in your children as well. 
 
 I would like to thank those that went caroling 
with us in December as well.  The rain did not stop 
us.  We had 30 people that went along singing 
praises to the Lord.  Our travels took us to Riverbend 
Assisted Living center, Westminster Assisted Living 
as well as a member’s home.  We are already  
planning on going out for our “summer caroling” 
session around June or July.  These are wonderful 
opportunities to share the love of Christ with our 

shut-ins and some of our senior adult members.   
All are invited when we take these opportunities. 

 Please keep the worship ministry in your 
prayers as we also seek His will in regard to this 
year’s upcoming Easter program.  I will be selecting 
that very soon as well as beginning the rehearsal for 
that right after the first of the year.  This is your op-
portunity to come into a ministry with a fresh start. 
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Brandon Reisinger awaiting to be Baptized 
last month by Dr. Jim Orrick 



 

Hello Church Family, 
 

    My name is Tim Franklin, and I 
am the Team Leader of the Youth 
Ministry Team.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to share with 
you matters in  regard to the Youth 
Ministry here at Oak Park Baptist Church.  Who are 
the youth?  Are they the scary creatures that you, as 
the older generation do not understand?  Are they the 
ones that dress, look and talk a little different from 
the “norm”?  While these may be true statements to 
some of you, I have a few more true statements about 
who the youth are that I will share with you in a few 
moments.  
 
 I recently visited another local Church.  I was 
amazed to hear the pastor talk about the youth in that 
Church.  When they arrive at this Church, they are  
required to enter through the back doors to avoid the 
older parishioners.  They are also not permitted to be 
in the sanctuary during the worship service.  The 
youth there assemble in the gymnasium for their own 
service so not to interfere with the worship service of 
the adults.  What kind of message does this relay to 
the youth?  So, I ask, who are the youth?  They may 
be the new Christians that need the experience of the 
older generation to help guide them in their spiritual 
walk.  They may be the ones that are lost without 
Christ, and need your support to lead them to Him.   
The youth are members of this church and our future 
deacons, teachers and leaders.  We need to take them 
under our wings, guide them, lead them and love on 
them. 
 
 With that said, let’s talk about what we do 
with the youth.  The silly games and events that we 
play help build a peer-to-peer relationship.  However, 
the youth need more than that.  It is important to 
build a relationship with one another; however we 
should not overlook the main focal point, which is 
Christ alone.  It is important to have various pro-
grams within the Youth Ministry but keep this in 
mind; if we have numerous programs within our 
youth ministry that we, as leaders, are not passionate 
about how can the youth themselves be passionate 
about the same things?  Our main focus is leading the 
youth to a personal relationship with Jesus as Lord 
and Savior of their lives; and to help them grow in 
faith through Bible study, prayer and outreach.   
The fun and games are just one tool that we have to 
accomplish this goal. 

 The youth meet each Wednesday night from 
6:00-7:30.  During this time, they take part in fellow-
ship through food and games, a time of devotion and 
small group interaction. The Youth Ministry Team is 
made up of four adult team members.  I commend 
Mindy Ames, Susan Callahan and Dale Zollman for 
the dedication and sacrifices they make in their lives 
to see this ministry grow stronger and prosper.  
 
 I have a question for you.  Do you have the 
desire to help our youth come to a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ?  If that is the desire you have, we 
need you.  It is crucial to have godly adult leaders 
rather than a whole team of chaperones.  It is more 
than chaperoning on Wednesday nights.  It is about 
being part of shepherding a flock of youth.  We need 
godly adult men and women that are about Jesus.   
 
 So…is God speaking to you?  Has He laid the 
youth ministry on your heart?  If so, seek out a mem-
ber of the youth team listed above.  Stop in on 
Wednesday night.  Be in constant prayer for our 
young people here at Oak Park.  We would love to 
lock arms with you in ministry.  
 
In Him, 
Tim Franklin 

Pastor Nate 
shares with 
the youth at 
the recent 
Christmas 

Party 

These youth join together to decorate the tree in the 
Youth Worship Service 



  December Was 
 a  

Busy Month 
 in the  

Children’s  
Ministry!   

 
               First, we took the children to Riverbend 
Assisted Living where they had an opportunity to 
sing carols and visit with the residents.  Then, 
AWANA celebrated Christmas with a pizza party 
and Pastor Nathan came to share stories of Jesus with 
us.  Also, the Children’s Choir performed their 
Christmas special through music and drama and did 
an excellent job!  Upward saw many sign-ups for 
basketball this year and we look forward to all the 
opportunities to share the Gospel message this  
ministry affords. 
   
  As you can see, there are lots of fun and  
exciting things happening with our children!  Julie 
and I would like to first take a moment and sincerely 
thank all those who work in Sunday school, extended 
care, AWANA, Children’s choir, Upward and all the 
other ministries that touch the hearts of our little 
ones.  We love you and we appreciate your service  
to the Lord, to the children and to our church!   
 
 For those of you looking to plug in, we have 
many opportunities and needs!  In order to work with 
the children at Oak Park, you will need to have a 
heart devoted to God and a love for kids.  I can      
assure you that working in this ministry is a tremen-
dous blessing and one you will cherish as you watch  

these young boys and girls learn the truths of Christ 
and we pray, come to trust Him as their Lord and 
Savior.  

 We do have fairly urgent needs in two areas 
right now: 
 

AWANA  – while we need workers and listeners 
for several classes, our most immediate need 
is for men willing to minister to our boys.  
You can make a huge impact on these boys 
by forming relationships with them during 
AWANA and being a Christ-like example to 
them.  

 
Extended Care – our nursery and 2 year old 

room are in need of more volunteers.  I can 
assure you this is more than simply babysit-
ting.  We strive to make the moments count 
during this hour by looking for opportunities 
to share the love of Christ with the “wee 
ones”.  By loving, holding, feeding, and play-
ing with them, we are putting bricks in the 
foundation of their coming to know and love 
the Lord. 

 If you feel led to serve in either of these ar-
eas, please see Julie Clemons or Melissa Goforth to 
get involved! We believe and continue to be mindful 
that the things we teach, the love we share and the 
relationships we build will have an eternal impact on 
the children God brings to Oak Park.  I pray that you 
will be able to be a part of the future generation of 
our church and God’s Kingdom!  

AWANA Workers Needed 
 

If you are looking for a way to share your faith and 
build relationships with children, AWANA is the 

place for you.  We need workers who will help with 
this very important Ministry on Wednesday evening 
from 6:15-7:30.  Please pray about how you can help 

and contact Julie Clemons A.S.A.P. at 288-6563. 

Bring Your Child to AWANA  
 

If your child is not enrolled in Awana, it’s never 
too late! We welcome new clubbers all 

 Throughout the school year.  
Hiding God’s Word in our hearts 

is a great way to start off 2010! Awana meets 
every Wednesday night at 6:15 p.m.;  

we’d love to see your child there. 
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1111 Allison Lane 
Jeffersonville, IN  47130 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
The Messenger is published monthly 
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