
 1111 Allison Lane * Jeffersonville, IN  47130 * 812-283-9400 

Dear Church Family, 
 
 “Do you find that others irritate you?  Is it easy to judge them?  
Do people who break the law (or your own rules and expectations) an-
noy you?  When you are standing in the “ten items or less” line at the 
grocery store, are you irritated at that woman in front of you who has 
thirteen items?  Do you fume at other drivers who don’t signal before 
changing lanes, or tailgate, or talk on cell phones?  Do you find it easy 
to look down upon those who are unsaved or other Christians who are 
not as theologically sound as you?” (Counsel from the Cross, pp. 77). 
 
  Not sure about you, but I answered “yes” to several of those 
questions (particularly the 13 items in the 10 items lane – what is that 
person thinking…ha!).  And what that tells me is that I need to do a bet-
ter job at living out the gospel to the people around me.  The gospel ac-
count, whereby God poured out His grace and love on us when we did-
n’t deserve it (and still don’t), is to be the standard of how we are to 
view and treat others.  As I adopt a gospel-centered mentality of other 

people and myself I will exemplify a humble and gra-
cious spirit. 
 
     How are you doing? 
 
     Pastor Nate 
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Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  

 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  
 Sunday School - 9:45 am 

Worship - 11:00 am  
 
 

Wednesday  
Youth - 6:15 pm 

AWANA - 6:15 pm 
Choir Rehearsal - 6:30 pm 

You are invited to join with a group that 
meets each Sunday morning in the Adult 2 & 
3 Sunday School room from 9:15 to 9:30 am 

to pray.  
 

         The main purpose is to pray for the    
activities of the day, namely Sunday School 

  And the worship hour.  SS teachers, students, our staff and the         
congregation as a whole are lifted up in expectation of God doing    

something great.  It is a powerful way to start the day. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

January 31, 2010 
  Sunday School Attendance................................…125 
  Morning Worship Attendance.......................……168  
  General Fund....................................…..…..$8,224.55 
    
February 7, 2010 
  Sunday School Attendance...................….......…..135 
  Morning Worship Attendance ...................……...198 
  General Fund....................................…..…..$5,193.18 
 
February 14, 2010 
  Sunday School Attendance..........................……..123 
  Morning Worship Attendance....................….…..197 
  General Fund.....................................……...$5,696.72 
    
February 21, 2010 
  Sunday School Attendance.............................…...129 
  Morning Worship Attendance ...................….…..177 
  General Fund .....................................……..$5,910.16 
      
February 28, 2010 
  Sunday School Attendance.............................…...142 
  Morning Worship Attendance ...................….…..201 
  General Fund .....................................……..$8,092.20 
   
 
5 Week Average Sunday School Attendance....…..131  
5 Week Average Worship Attendance…......….…..188 
4 Week Average General Fund..............……$6,623.36 
 

 

The church extends our  
sympathy to   

 
�   Greg Stepro in the 

death of  his brother. 

 

 

Special Called Business Meeting 
 

There will be a special called Business Meeting 
this Sunday, March 7 during the morning  

Worship Service. 
 

We will be voting to call Pastor Jonathon  
Woodyard. 

 

To all Oak Park Church          
and friends, 

      Mr. Wonderful wishes 
to thank everyone that 
came and/or helped with 

the wonderful evening of February 21, 2010.  The 
food was great & the entertainment was out-
standing.  God bless each & everyone of you.  May 
next years event be half as enjoyable as this years. 

     Mr. Wonderful   
   (A.K.A.) Jerry Jackson 
   Your friend in Christ 
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Take a few minutes and browse the Media Center.  
We have good books, reference material,  

commentaries, DVD’s and music CD’s for all ages.  
All this and more, can be found in YOUR church 

Media Center.  Come and “check us out”. 
 

Anyone interested in volunteering their time in the 
Library there are many opportunities listed below: 
�
�
�
�
�

Call the church office if you would like to  
volunteer.  Your Media Center Leaders: 

Ruth Stone 
Joyce Robbins 
BJ Freeman 

�  Thursday mornings 
�  Sunday morning from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.  
�  15-20 Minutes after Sunday Worship 
�  Wednesday evenings 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
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 Do you want to be more like Jesus?  My prayer 
for our church is that the answer would be a resound-
ing YES!  The passage of Scripture that I will refer-
ence here deals with the first step to this transforma-
tion.  Sanctification is the transformation a person to 
become more like Jesus (Romans 8:29).  Before I offer 
any other words let me say that this process will not be 
complete until the day we are with our Lord and Sav-
ior in eternity. 
 
 Psalm 51 offers us an example from which we 
can see God’s plan in the beginning of sanctification. 
As you are familiar with the account David is pouring 
his heart out to God over his sin with Bathsheba. I be-
lieve a close look at David’s words here will give us a 
clear picture of what I wish to communicate here. 
 
 First, David acknowledges who he has sinned 
against. “Against You, You only, I have sinned and 
done what is evil in Your sight…” Ps 51:4.  This is 
important in our first step toward sanctification. Cer-
tainly our sin has affected many but first and foremost 
it is against God. 

 Second, he acknowledges his predicament.  
“Behold I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin 
my mother conceived me” Ps 51:5.  David knows 
that there is no good in him and that God indeed 
expects good from him.  His situation is truly pre-
carious.  Ours is no different. 
 
 Until there comes such a time and place in 
our lives where we can cry out as David did there 
will be no growth.  All that is achieved, without 
this, will be surface improvements and at the first 
sign of difficulty they will wither and fade away 
showing our true self.  It is difficult to admit as 
David did here that he has offended the Holy God 
and that he was powerless to do otherwise.  Some 
of you at this point are undoubtedly thinking “this 
sounds like rigid determinism where we are merely 
puppets in a game.”  Not true. What I am commu-
nicating here is the principal we find in 2 Corin-
thians 13:4 that says, “His strength is perfected in 
my weakness.”  Our society does not communicate 
a positive message about admitting weakness but 
as we see in King David’s and the Apostle Paul’s 
life this is essential for the Christian to have the 
power of God flow through them.  If we are to be-
come like Jesus we must embrace the reality of our 
sinful condition and the predicament that is ours in 
sinning against the Holy God.  My prayer for our 
church is that we would embrace our weakness and 
in doing so, Jesus might live powerfully through 
us.  A world without hope is watching, what do 
you want them to see? 
�
Jeff 

 

A Word From  
Our Small  

Group Director 

 

Mandatory Leadership Training Meeting 
 

There will be a mandatory leadership training on Sunday, March 14 from 4:30 - 5:45 p.m.  This 
meeting is primarily for anyone who is teaching/leading within our educational ministry such as: 
�  Preschool 
�  Children 
�  Youth 
�  Adult Sunday School  
�   Small Groups   
Light refreshments will be served as well. If you have any questions please contact Pastor Nathan at 
the church office. 



Mr. Wonderful Himself 

One Cool Cat 

The Lewis’ have ruined  
Chinese for everyone! 

I don’t want to know? 

The Oak Park Boys entertained us with 
some great music! 

Pressley  
Sang  
a   
sweet 
rendition  
of 
Amazing  
Grace 



 

laundry, dinner, work, the TV, Facebook, and our 
own sinful hidden habits.  I challenge you to consider 
that each encounter with a distraction is an invitation 
to Christ.  Let me explain.  Every time that some-
thing takes us away from our focus on Christ, it is an 
invitation to choose Him, or to choose that distrac-
tion. 
 
 The song “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” was 
written in 1922 by Helen Lemmel.  Helen drafted 
over five hundred hymns in her life and passed away 
in 1961 at the age of ninety-seven.   I believe that 
words like these are timeless.  It is an exact statement 
of the way we should work out our salvation and how 
Jesus offers us freedom from sin.  Read the verses 
below: 
 
“O soul, are you weary and troubled?  No light in 
the darkness to see?  There’s a light for a look at the 
Savior and life more abundant and free.” 
 
“Through death into life everlasting, He passed and 
we follow Him there; over us sin no more hath do-
minion for more than conquerors we are!” 
 
“His Word shall not fail you He promised; believe 
Him and all will be well.  Then go to a world that is 
dying, His perfect salvation to tell!” 
 
Be reminded to spend your life keeping your eyes on 
Jesus.  Reflect His radiance to others. 
 
Tony 
 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy set before him, endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God.     
Hebrews 12:2 NIV 

 
 There are many verses in God’s Word that 
tell us to “fix” or “turn” our eyes on Jesus, the above 
verse from Hebrews being one of the most recogniz-
able.  Another, which I hold very dear, is from the 
book of Psalms. 
     “Those who look to him are radiant and their  
     faces shall never be ashamed.”   
  Psalm 34:5 ESV 
This Psalm describes how those “who look to him” 
reflect the radiant joy of the Lord’s love. 
 
 Many years ago, I first heard the song “Turn 
Your Eyes Upon Jesus” and can remember how 
much it meant to me.  Think of the line in the chorus 
that reads “and the things of Earth will grow 
strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.”  
Have you ever really contemplated or meditated on 
that line?  If your anything like me then your answer 
is probably “no.”  Keeping our eyes focused on Jesus 
allows him to remove all of the distractions of the 
world.  I know you have them.  Distractions like 

��������������������������������������������������������� ���

	
�����
���	
�����
���	
�����
���	
�����
���� ���

����������	��
���
����
���������
�
��	���

���������	
���
����
�����������

�
���������	
�������
���
������
�������

������
����
�����������������������

��
�������

������
���������	
��

���
�����
	����	���������������������
���
������	�����
���
��	
��
���	�
��



The Prayers of a Child 
 

     Recently the Lord convicted 
my heart that although we talk 
a lot in our preschool Sunday 
school class about God, we 
were spending little time talking TO God.  A few 
months ago we began having what the children call 
“Special Circle Time.”  We all sit on the floor and 
talk about the things we would like to bring to God 
in prayer.  With little ones, the requests range from 
healing a family member to choosing the right loca-
tion for a birthday party.  Once they have shared all 
their concerns and praises, we all bow our heads and 
spend some time talking to God.  There is nothing 
quite like listening to the heart of a child as they talk 
to God.  There are no fancy words, no flowery lan-
guage.  These young hearts simply talk to their heav-
enly Daddy in full faith that He hears and answers 
them.  One example was a little girl who was praying 
for her grandmother that was ill.  Her prayer was 
simply this: “God, please make my Grandma better. 
And God, if she is already better – thank You.”  How 
much we can learn from that simple yet profound 
prayer of this little girl!   
 
 It’s a beautiful gift to be able to pray with 
young hearts and know they are learning the impor-
tance of talking to their Savior.  But the message I 
want to convey to you in this article actually comes 
from another prayer opportunity I had with a differ-
ent group of children. My daughter and I are coach-
ing an Upward team of girls in kindergarten through 
third grade.  During practice each week, we have a 
devotion time where we talk about God and His love 
for them evidenced in the gift of Jesus Christ.  At the 
end of our very first devotion, I asked the girls if any 
of them would like to pray.  One young girl looked at 

me and said, “Coach Melissa, I don’t know how to 
pray.”  I wanted to cry right then and there.  Practice 
time took a radical turn at that moment and, although 
we didn’t learn much about dribbling or shooting, 
that evening we learned about talking to God.  I 
watched as the girls began to understand that God 
loves them and wants them to talk to Him.  They 
smiled as we discussed talking to God about every-
thing; their worries, problems and fears as well as 
their triumphs, joys and happiness.  Over the next 
few weeks when devotions came to a close, hands 
began to go up when I asked for volunteers to pray.  
Several of our team members have prayed during 
practice, including the little one who told us that first 
night that she didn’t know how to pray.  I don’t 
know if this season will have an eternal impact on 
the hearts of this team, but I believe that practice was 
a divine appointment and at least one of those girls 
learned that she can talk to God.  We’ve had many 
other great times in Upward this year, but I will carry 
the memory of that night for the rest of my days. 
 
 I tell you all this because each one of us has 
people in our lives that need to know our heavenly 
Father.  God has placed you in specific relationships 
to reflect His Son and show them the way to the 
Lord.  I urge you to pray about the people He has 
placed in your path that need to know Him.  Whether 
it be a coworker, a family member, or a child, be 
ever watchful for those moments when you will be 
invited to bow your head and share in the prayer of 
one who is just learning that God loves them and He 
is always listening. 
 
Living in His grace, 
 
Melissa Goforth                                                       
Oak Park Baptist Children’s Ministry 
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1111 Allison Lane 
Jeffersonville, IN  47130 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
The Messenger is published monthly 
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Please join us that night as we remember and celebrate 

what Christ has done for us. 


